CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

Club Building (Near Post Office)

Old JNU Campus, New Delhi - 110067

Tel: +91-11-26161796
Decision No. CIC/SG/A/2010/000792/7734
Appeal No. CIC/SG/A/2010/000792
Relevant Facts emerging from the Appeal:
Appellant



:
Mr. R C Gupta,






B-4/41, Safdarjung Enclave,







New Delhi - 110029
Respondent 
   


:
Mr. Subhash Chandra 

Public Information Officer & 
Chief Engineer (W) Project






Delhi Jal Board, GNCTD,

Office of the Chief Engineer (W) Projects,







Varunalaya Phase- I, Room No. – 12,







Jhandewalan, Karol Bagh,

New Delhi - 110005
RTI application filed on

:           03/12/2009

PIO replied



:
01/01/2010
First appeal filed on


:
18/01/2010

First Appellate Authority order
:
15/03/2010
Second Appeal received on

:
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Regarding application of permission to install rain water harvesting system with a bore well/ tube well:

	Sl. 
	Information sought
	Reply of PIO

	1.
	Which forms are required to be applied on and where can the applicant get such forms? Provide all the related guidelines and circulars issued in this regard.
	1.The referred order no. F 8(348)/EA/Env/09/14452-14470 dated 30/31.03.2009 from the Deptt of Environment, GNCTD does not provide for seeking prior permission for implementation of Rain Water Harvesting Systems with or without a recharge bores.
2. There is no prescribed form to seek prior permission for implementation of Rain Water Harvesting Systems with/without recharge bores.  And no orders of DJB that make it mandatory to seek prior permission.

3. Public Notice – 6 of 2000 issued by CGWA (enclosed) provides that no person/agency/organization shall undertake any scheme/project of ground water development and management in the South and SW Distts of NCT Delhi, without prior permission of the Authority (CGWA).

4. CGWA vide letters dated 21/08/2000 (enclosed) issued directions that no person/agency/organization shall undertake operation od drilling, construction, installation of any new structure and any scheme/project of ground water development and management in the South and SW Distts of NCT Delhi, without prior permission of the Authority (CGWA).

5. CGWA vide Statutory Order dated 05/10/2007 (enclosed) appoints Deputy Commissioner (south) and (SW) Distts of NCT of Delhi as “Authorized Officer” for the purpose of regulation of ground water development and management in the notified distts.

6. CE (South) is the member from DJB nominated for Advisory Committees for South and SW Distts of NCT Delhi.

7. Govt of Delhi provides financial assistance through DJB, in the Institutional Category for implementing RWH Schemes. Details of financial assistance scheme are enclosed. Application are to be made to EE (RWH), DJB. An Application Form is prescribed (enclosed) which is not mandatory. Applications which are not in the prescribed Performa, but submitted with requisite documents/ details are also considered for grant of financial assistance.

	2.
	After submitting the form, what is the procedure to process such forms to get the permission? How many offices are involved in the same? Provide names of the offices.
	Considering the information given above, application to seek prior permission for drilling of recharge bore rain water harvesting system in South and SW Distts of NCT Delhi may be made to following offices of DJB, which are under the control of CE (South), DJB, who can put up the same to the Distt Advisory Committee.
For South Distt:

Office of EE (S) – I, DJB

Office of EE (S) – II, DJB

Office of EE (S) – III, DJB

Office of EE (S) – IV, DJB

For SW  Distt:

Office of EE (SW) – I, DJB

Office of EE (SW) – II, DJB

Office of EE (SW) – III, DJB

	3.
	How much time does it take to get the permission from the department concerned?
	Required information is not available in the office of EE (RWH), DJB.


Grounds for First Appeal:

Unsatisfactory information provided.

Order of the First Appellate Authority:

Appeal disposed off. Substantial information has been provided.
Grounds for Second Appeal:

Same as grounds for First Appeal.
Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing:

The following were present:

Appellant : Mr. R C Gupta; 

Respondent :  Mr. Subhash Chandra, Public Information Officer & Chief Engineer (W) Project; 


The Appellant was seeking information on how he could apply for permission to extract ground water by setting up tubewell in a plot of over 200sq meters. As per a policy decision of Delhi Government permission to do this is subject to setting up a rain water harvesting. The Appellant was unable to get a clear guidelines and setup forms for this. The PIO admits that he has managed to get these forms yesterday from some official. It would be desirable if Government Policies were announced alongwith guidelines so that the citizens would not have to go pillar to post. The forms and the guidelines are now available and have been given to the Appellant before the Commission. The appellant points out that there are no clear guidelines on the basis of which the applications will be accepted or rejected. It is necessary that transparent guidelines are available so that they would reduce the scope or arbitrariness/corruption. The Appellant is right in stating that the guidelines are fairly vague. The procedure is that the EE first evaluate the proposal based on  “factors such as the technical feasibility, social issues, site constraints,…”. Thus on the face of it appears that there is enough scope for arbitrariness. The proposal then goes to the advisory committee for which no guidelines are available. It would be desirable if proper guidelines are framed. 
The Commission also directs the PIO to ensure that the forms and guidelines are displayed on the website of the public authority before 30 May 2010. 

Decision:

The Appeal is  allowed. 

The information has been provided to the Appellant before the Commission. 

This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

Any information in compliance with this Order will be provided free of cost as per Section 7(6) of RTI Act.  
Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                       Information Commissioner

14 May 2010

 (In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete decision number.)(GJ)
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