CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

Club Building (Near Post Office)

Old JNU Campus, New Delhi - 110067

Tel: +91-11-26161796
Decision No. CIC/SG/A/2009/002317/5452
Appeal No. CIC/SG/A/2009/002317 

Relevant Facts emerging from the Appeal:
Appellant



:
Mr. Piyush Jain,

R/O-341/2A/4A, Shalimar Park,

Shahdara, Near Jharkhandi Shiv Mandir,

Delhi- 110032.                                                                          

Respondent 
   


:
Mr. P.K.Sen
Public Information Officer & Accounts Officer
New Delhi Municipal Council.

House Tax Department,
Palika Kendra, New Delhi.

RTI application filed on

:           02/06/2009   

PIO replied



:
27/07/2009

First appeal filed on


:
07/07/2009

First Appellate Authority order
:
07/08/2009
Second Appeal received on

:
14/09/2009

Date of Notice of Hearing          
:           10/10/2009
Hearing Held on


: 
10/11/2009
Information Sought:
a) The number of people who regularly pay their property taxes in New Delhi Municipal Council area.
b) The name and address of people who owe more than Rs 50,000 to NDMC in property taxes. 
Reply of PIO:
The PIO mentioned that there are “a number of assesses against whom property tax of Rs 50,000 and more is outstanding. However, the information sought by the Appellant has not been complied in the said format. The Appellant could, if he so desired, inspect the records available with the department. 
First Appeal:

Unsatisfactory information provided by the PIO.

Order of the FAA:

The FAA directed the PIO to provide the information of third parties without disclosing their names and addresses, subject to payment of relevant charges. The charges would have to be computed and communicated to the Appellant within a week. In case the Appellant was interested in knowing the names and addresses of the third party, the PIO was instructed to proceed as per provision of section 11 of RTI Act. 
Ground of the Second Appeal:

Non-compliance of order of FAA. 
Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing:

The following were present:
Appellant: Mr. Piyush Jain; 
Respondent: Mr. P.K.Sen, Public Information Officer & Accounts Officer;
The FAA had erred in asking the PIO to make a demand for additional fee for the information since the 30 days already elapsed. The PIO has sent a letter after the FAA’s order and demanded Rs.276/- for supply 138 pages of information. Information about defaulters of payments cannot be considered third party information and infact must be available suo-moto under Section-4 of the RTI Act. Public Authorities are allowing large amount of defaults by some people for which the normal law abiding citizen suffers. The Respondent states that the approximate budget of NDMC is about Rs.1000/- crores where as the amount due from defaulters mere on account of property tax is over Rs.650/- crores. The PIO is directed to putup the list of all the defaulters giving the amounts on the website of NDMC so that citizens can know the individuals and institutions who are being financed by public funds. 
Decision:

The Appeal is allowed.
The PIO will provide the information free of cost to the Appellant before 25 November 2009 on a CD. 
The PIO is also directed to putup the list of all the defaulters giving the amounts on the website of NDMC under its Section 4 obligations. This will be done before 15 December 2009 and a compliance report will be sent to the Commission before 20 December 2009.
This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

Any information in compliance with this Order will be provided free of cost as per Section 7(6) of RTI Act.  
Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                       Information Commissioner

           








   10 November 2009

(In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete decision number.)(RR)

