CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

Club Building (Near Post Office)

Old JNU Campus, New Delhi - 110067

Tel: +91-11-26161796
Decision No. CIC/SG/A/2009/001380/4117
Appeal No. CIC/SG/A/2009/001380
Relevant Facts emerging from the Appeal:
Appellant



:
Mr. Vijay Kumar Garg

F-49, Vishal Colony, 

Nangloi, Delhi – 110041.

Respondent 



:
Mr. Dharam Vir Singh

Public Information Officer 

O/o the DSWO, Govt. of NCT of Delhi
Department of Social Welfare,

North-West-I, Sector-4,

Rohini, New Delhi.

RTI application filed on

:
14/01/2009

PIO replied



:
Not Replied

First appeal filed on


:
20/02/2009

First Appellate Authority order
:
19/03/2009

Second Appeal received on

:
01/06/2009

Information Sought:

The Appellant in his RTI Application has sought following information:

1) How many schools come under your office? Give the address, contact numbers of zone number as well.

2) From where can the application form of pension scheme be received?

3) Is there quota of pension schemes or is it unlimited? In one month how many form are given to parliamentarians?

4) How many people have been found eligible for pension scheme in year 2004-2008 (per five years) in constituencies under your office? Give the area wise details of benefited people under different plans.

5) Give the details of formalities and procedure about the application form of different plans.

6) Allow inspecting the application submitted for different programs in year 2008.

7) How long it takes to complete the whole procedure after submission of application.

8) Does your department inform the applicant when their application gets rejected?

9) Which officer investigated the applications?

10) How many officers and employees are in your department?

11) Give the copy of the citizen charter issued by your department and if there is no such charter then give it in written.

12) Give the address and contact number of the minister and vigilance department.

Reply of PIO:

PIO not replied.

Ground of First Appeal:

Non-receipt of information from the PIO.

First Appellate Authority ordered:

The FAA in its order directed the PIO/District Social Welfare Officer (North West-I) to provide the information to the Appellant within 20 days.

Ground of the Second Appeal:

Unsatisfactory answer received from PIO and FAA.

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing:

The following were present

Appellant : Mr. Vijay Kumar Garg
Respondent : Mr. Dharam Vir Singh, PIO

The PIO did not give any reply initially and he claims that after the order of the FAA he send the information on 31/03/2009. The appellant has not received this and states that he went and personally took the information on 26/05/2009. Even at this time the PIO has replied to query 3 and 11 by saying that the information is concerned with the Head Office and therefore he cannot provide this. As regards to query 6 regarding inspection of the forms for pension submitted in 2008 he informed to the appellant that the appellant would have to seek the permission of the Head Office. 
The PIO shown scant respect to the Right to Information Act. The information sought by the appellant concerns pension schemes for the Sr. Citizens and the Widows who are poor. As per Section 4 this information should have been suo-moto declared by the public authority which it has failed to do. Even against specific RTI query the PIO has provided some information late and not provided the balance at all. This incident and callous method of giving information reflects the reasons for failure to deliver required benefits to the poor and the proliferation of corruption in such schemes.

Decision:

The Appeal is allowed.
The PIO will give the information and the inspection of forms to the appellant before 30 July 2009. The PIO is further directed to ensure that the details giving name, age and address of Applicants under all such Schemes is displayed on the website indicating if the application was accepted and the date from which the entitlement is given, dates on which applications are rejected if any and reasons for rejection. This order is given for comply with the requirement of Section 4 of the RTI Act. The PIO will ensure that this information is displayed on the website before 15 August 2009 and hard copies available at the office.  
This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

Any information in compliance with this Order will be provided free of cost as per Section 7(6) of RTI Act.  
Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                       Information Commissioner










14 July 2009

(In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete decision number.)

(GJ)

