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Facts arising from the Complaint:

The Complainant has filed the present Complaint under Section 18 of the RTI Act (hereinafter ‘the Act’), with the Commission, contending that certain categories of information should be available on the website of the Ministry of Environment and Forests.  It is further contended that these documents/details should be available suo moto-
1. The following information is forwarded to the Ministry of Environment and Forests when the State Government applies to the Central Government for permission to allow diversion of forest land. 

a. Copy of Form A or Form B, as applicable, which is submitted by the user agency/project proponent to the State Government with regard to diversion of forest land.

b. Copy of response of/comments to the Form A/B made by the State Government (Forest Department) including those of the Deputy Conservator of Forests and Conservator of Forests. 

Since the Central Government’s decision and the Forest Advisory Committee’s (FAC) recommendations are based on the afore-mentioned information, it should be made available on the website of the Ministry of Environment and Forests within 10 days of placing the project on the agenda for discussion of the Forest Advisory Committee (FAC).

2. Minutes of meetings of the Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) should be uploaded online immediately after they are approved. It has been seen that these are not uploaded for some months after the meeting. 

3. In case any additional documents/reports/studies are sought by the FAC or any site visit is undertaken by the FAC, then such information should be uploaded on the website of the Ministry within 10 days of receipt of the information. 

Relevant Facts emerging during the hearing on  18 January 2012:

The following were present:

Complainant: Ms. Shibani Ghosh and Mr. Ritwick Dutta; 

Respondent: Absent; 

The Respondents are absent and hence it was decided to adjourn the hearing to 29 February 2012 at 05.00PM. If the Respondents do not appear before the Commission, the Commission will issue an ex-parte order. 
The matter is adjourned to 29/02/2012 at 05.00PM both parties are directed to appear before the Commission at the above address. 
Relevant Facts emerging during the hearing on 29 February 2012:

The following were present:

Complainant: Ms. Shibani Ghosh; 
Respondent: Mr. Shiv Pal Singh, Public Information Officer & Sr. AIG (FC); 


The Complainant has sought display of information suo-moto on the website of the Ministry under the provisions of Section 4(1) of the RTI Act on three points.   The Respondent stated that as regards point 2 the Ministry has already started the practiced of uploading the minutes on the website. The Respondent stated that as regards Form A & B it would be difficult to upload all the annexures and maps which a company deals as present. However, he explained that the Ministry is in the process of starting a web based monitoring system where most data would be available and could be monitored. He explained that the Ministry is taking proactive action towards this. He also expressed some reservations about uploading From A & B for those received from the Defence Department and Police Department.  After discussing with the Complainant and the Respondent the Commission is giving the directions to ensure that the following information is published on the website:
1. The Ministry will display Form A & Form B within 10 days of placing the project on the Agenda of the FAC. However, for Security related Projects the PIO may severe any information which is exempt under Section-8(1) of the RTI Act. 
2. Minutes of meetings of the Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) should be uploaded online within 10 days after they are approved.  
3. In case any additional documents/reports/studies are sought by the FAC or any site visit is undertaken by the FAC, then such information should be uploaded on the website of the Ministry within 10 days of receipt of the information. 

Section 4 (1) (a) of the Right to Information Act, 2005, which is a mandatory obligation, reads as - “maintain all its records duly catalogued and indexed in a manner and the form which facilitates the right to information under this Act and ensure that all records that are appropriate to be computerised are, within a reasonable time and subject to availability of resources, computerised and connected through a network all over the country on different systems so that access to such records is facilitated”. The Commission appreciates that the Department has made improvements and is moving towards better transparency. 

The Right to Information is a fundamental right of the citizens which has been codified by the RTI act, No. 22 of 2005. The act envisions that all citizens shall receive information primarily by suo moto disclosures by various public authorities as prescribed by section (4) of the act.                Disclosures in accordance with the said Section are crucial to ensure transparency and accountability in institutions.  This would reduce the load of RTI Applications being filed with each institution as information would be freely available to citizens and they would not have to apply for it. It further envisages that citizens would be required to specifically ask for information under section (6) only in a few cases. Citizens have been demanding that certain information is essential to them and should be available proactively in form of public notice boards, display boards etc. The Commission notes that the points on which information is sought to be displayed are actually covered under Section 4(1)(c) &(d) of the RTI Act. 
Decision:

The Complaint is allowed.


The Commission directs the PIO to ensure that informations described above are displayed on the website of the Ministry before 01 May 2012. 
These directions are being given by the Commission under its powers under Section 19(8)(a)(iii) of the RTI Act. It is also in conformance with the requirements of Section 4(1)(b)(xvii). 

The PIO is also directed to send a compliance report of the above directions to the Commission by 05 May 2012. The report may be sent to rtimonitoring@gmail.com, with a copy to the Complainant.   

This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                       Information Commissioner

                        29 February 2012
 (In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete decision number.) (RM)
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