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Complaint No. CIC/SG/C/2011/000602
Complainant



:  
Mr. Gagan Gandhi





   
H-74, Kirti Nagar, 





   
New Delhi-110015
Respondent  
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: 
07.06.2011
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: 
28.09.2011



Date of Hearing


: 
10.10.2011
Facts arising from the Complaint:

The Complainant has filed the present Complaint under Section 18 of the RTI Act (hereinafter ‘the Act’), with the Commission, contending that the following categories of documents including the manuals mandated under Section 4 (1) (b) of the Act 2005,  should be available in hard copy as well as on the website of the department.  It is further contended that these documents/details should be available suo moto: 

1. 
The applications received by the Department in last 10 years u/s 312 of D.M.C Act for incorporation in the lay out plan.

2. 
The date when the above stated applications were filed with the department, name of the applicant, date when the application was disposed ,the name of the additional commissioner who approved the same, the size of plot for which the application was filed the area where the property is/was located, the status of the application (i.e. whether pending approved or rejected).The Department may like to publish the information in the following format: 
	Date of application
	Name of applicant
	Address of property
	Status
	Name of Additional Commissioner
	Size of plot
	Date of disposal

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3. 
What are the reasons if the above stated application is/are pending or rejected?

4. 
The norms set by the Department in discharge of its functions with respect to the application u/s 312 of DMC Act.

5. 
The power and duties of officers who are responsible for addressing the application u/s 312 of DMC Act for incorporation in the lay out.

6. 
The powers, functions, duties of the Lay Out Scrutiny Committee (L.O.S.C).

7. 
The members of the Lay Out Scrutiny Committee (L.O.S.C)

8. 
The selection of the members of the Lay Out Scrutiny Committee (L.O,S.C)

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing:

The following were present:-
Appellant: Absent; 
Respondent: Mr. P. Dinesh, PIO & Dy. Town Planner;


The Commission discussed the suggested disclosure of information as per Section 4(1)(b)(xvii) of the RTI Act. The respondent stated that putting up data for the last 10 years would be very difficult. After discussions it was agreed that it would be possible to put-up data prospectively. It was decided that the data of all applications made from 01 September 2011 would be displayed on the website of MCD in the following format: 
	Date of application
	Name of applicant
	Address of property
	Status
	Name of Additional Commissioner
	Size of plot
	Date of approval or rejection 
	Reasons for rejection 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


The Department will also display the following on the website: 
1. 
The norms set by the Department in discharge of its functions with respect to the application u/s 312 of DMC Act.

2. 
The power and duties of officers who are responsible for addressing the application u/s 312 of DMC Act for incorporation in the lay out.

3. 
The powers, functions, duties of the Lay Out Scrutiny Committee (L.O.S.C).

4. 
The names of the members of the Lay Out Scrutiny Committee (L.O.S.C)

Section 4 (1) (a) of the Right to Information Act, 2005, which is a mandatory obligation, reads as - “maintain all its records duly catalogued and indexed in a manner and the form which facilitates the right to information under this Act and ensure that all records that are appropriate to be computerised are, within a reasonable time and subject to availability of resources, computerised and connected through a network all over the country on different systems so that access to such records is facilitated”. The Commission appreciates that the Department has made improvements and is moving towards better transparency. 

The Right to Information is a fundamental right of the citizens which has been codified by the RTI act, No. 22 of 2005. The act envisions that all citizens shall receive information primarily by suo moto disclosures by various public authorities as prescribed by section (4) of the act.                Disclosures in accordance with the said Section are crucial to ensure transparency and accountability in institutions.  This would reduce the load of RTI Applications being filed with each institution as information would be freely available to citizens and they would not have to apply for it. It further envisages that citizens would be required to specifically ask for information under section (6) only in a few cases. Citizens have been demanding that certain information is essential to them and should be available proactively in form of public notice boards, display boards etc. The Commission feels that this  information should be published proactively on the website of the department. 

The information shall be displayed on the website positively before 01 December 2011 and be updated every month before 10th of the following month. 
Decision:

The Complaint is allowed.

In view of the aforesaid and from the facts before it, the Commission under the powers vested in it by section 19 (8) (a) of the RTI act, hereby directs the PIO to ensure that the information as directed above is displayed on the website of the MCD before 01 December 2011 and a consolidated report of compliance of the above directions is sent to the Commission by 15th December 2011. The report may be sent to rtimonitoring@gmail.com, with a copy to the Complainant.   

This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                       Information Commissioner

                         10 October 2011

 (In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete decision number.) ( RM)
Page 3 of 3

