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Relevant facts emerging from the Appeal:

Appellant



: 
Mr. Harjeet Singh


   




B-128, Pushpanjali Enclave,

                 




Pitampura, Delhi - 110034

Respondent  
   


:  
Mr. Surender Singh  
PIO- RTI & Sub Registrar–II (Janakpuri)







Revenue Department, GNCTD






O/o Deputy Commissioner West,









District Centre, Janakpuri,







Delhi – 110058.

RTI application filed on

: 
17/01/2011

PIO replied on



: 
19/02/2011

First Appeal filed on


: 
24/02/2011


First Appellate Authority order of
: 
21/03/2011

Second Appeal received on

: 
27/04/2011

	Sl.
	Information Sought
	Reply of PIO

	1.
	With respect to the record room of Sub Registrar No.IJ (Janakpuri), located at Kashmiri Gate, Delhi., provide: 
List/Inventory of monthly “ PESHI REGISTERS” of BOOK-I documents in chronological order, which exist in the Record Room of Sub Registrar No.II (Janakpuri) located at Kashmiri Gate, Delhi, w.e.f. 01-01-1955 dt. 31.12.1990..
	The information with regard to the PESHI REGISTER is not readily available with the office of Sub Registrar – II Kashmiri Gate, Delhi.

	2. 
	List/Inventory of monthly “PESHI REGISTERS” of BOOK-I documents in chronological order whIch do not exist in the Record Room of Sub Registrar No.II (Janakpuri) located at Kashmiri Gate, Delhi, w.e.f. 011-1955 to 31.12.1990
	The information with regard to the PESHI REGISTER is not readily available with the office of Sub Registrar – II Kashmiri Gate, Delhi.

	3.
	List/ Inventory of monthly “INDEX REGISTERS” of BOOK-I documents in chronological order which exist in the Record Room of Sub Registrar No.II (Janakpuri) located at Kashmiri Gate, Delhi, w.e.f. 03-01-1955 ‘to 31.12.1990. 
	The index register for the following period is found available (in the loose condition) with the office of Sub Registrar – II, Kashmiri Gate, Delhi. 1961 To 1974, 1978 To 1990. 

	4.
	List/Inventory of monthly “INDEX REGISTERS” of BOOK-I documents in chronological order which do not exist in the Record Room of Sub Registrar No.11 (Janakpuri) located at Kashmiri Gate, Delhi, w.e.f 01-01-1955 to 31.12.1990
	The index register for the following period is found available (in the loose condition) with the office of Sub Registrar – II, Kashmiri Gate, Delhi. 1961 To 1974, 1978 To 1990. 


Grounds for the First Appeal:

The PIO did not provide clear and distinct information.
Order of the First Appellate Authority (FAA):

The FAA directed the PIO to furnish distinct and clear point wise information of query No. 3 and 4 to the appellant within a period of fifteen days of the receipt of these orders.

Ground of the Second Appeal:

The information asked in Query 1 and 2 pertains to permanent records.
The PIO did not provide satisfactory information for Query 4.

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing:

The following were present:
Appellant: Mr. Harjeet Singh; 

Respondent: Mr. Surender Singh, PIO- RTI & Sub Registrar–II (Janakpuri); 

 
The appellant is seeking the Peshi Register of book-I in the office of SR-II Kashmiri Gate as also the index register for the period 1955 to 1990. As the appellant points out that the index register is a statutory register. From the replies given by the PIO it is evident that there is no cataloged and various records are missing. As the appellant points out no body knows which records are missing and which are available. This will evidently lead to great corruption. Section-4 (1)(a) of the RTI Act has stated that all public authorities shall “maintain all records duly cataloged and indexed in a manner and the form which facilitates the Right to Information under this Act and ensure that all records that are appropriate to be computerized are, within a reasonable time and subject to availability of resources, computerized and connected through a network all over the country on different systems so that access to such records is facilitated.” It is evident that no attempt has been made to comply with Section 4 of the RTI Act. Given the fact that these are very important records relating to registration of properties it is necessary that the records are cataloged and if possible computerized. 
The Commission under its powers under Section 19(8)(a) and 25(5) of the RTI Act recommends to the Secretary Revenue to look into this matter personally and devise an appropriate steps to ensure that the record are properly indexed, cataloged and digitized. 
Decision:

The Appeal is allowed.

The Commission recommends that the Secretary Revenue to take appropriate steps to ensure that the records are properly indexed, cataloged and digitized. 

This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

Any information in compliance with this Order will be provided free of cost as per Section 7(6) of RTI Act.  
Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                       Information Commissioner

           








                                  25 June 2011

(In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete decision number.) 
Copy to:

The Sectary Revenue,

Revenue Department, GNCTD

5, Sham Nath Marg,
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