CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

Club Building (Near Post Office)

Old JNU Campus, New Delhi - 110067

Tel: +91-11-26161796
Decision No. CIC/SG/C/2011/000134/11555
Complaint No. CIC/SG/C/2011/000134
Relevant Facts emerging from the Complaint:

Complainant



:
Mr. Rajiv Dutta, Sr. Adv.,

A-1/39, Panchsheel Enclave,

New Delhi  - 110 017

Respondents    (1)                     :                 The Director (Horticulture),

            Municipal Corporation of Delhi, 

   
            Tourist Camp, MCD, 

Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, 

Delhi – 110 002
Respondents    (2)                      :                PIO & Deputy Director Horticulture, 
            Municipal Corporation of Delhi, 

   
            South Zone, Green Park, 

Delhi – 110 016
Facts arising from the Complaint:
The Complaint has come before this Commission by way of a complaint filed under Section 18 of the RTI Act, contenting that the information relating to regular maintenance of  parks under the control of the Horticulture Department of the Respondent Public Authority should be displayed proactively on its website as mandated by Section 4 of the RTI Act. The Complainant has contended that he had inspected the relevant records of a park in the South Zone of the Respondent Public Authority and found that no records were being maintained as in consonance with the adopted maintenance manuals.  Whereas, till as recently as May 2010, the said public authority was not following any kind of maintenance procedures, it was only after the intervention of this Commission in matter no. CIC/WB/C/2008/00617/SG/2649Adjunct dated 18th November 2009, wherein the public authority admitted that no records were being maintained relating to maintenance of parks and that orders were issued thereafter for maintaining the same in the form of “Broad Schedule of Works”.
Thereafter the same subject came before this Commission in matter no. CIC/SG/A/2009/000189 dated 13th May 2010, the respondent Public Authority was directed that information relating to regular maintenance of parks should be uploaded on its website. It was after this decision that the department finally woke up to its responsibilities and assured the Commission that proper records of works and inspections would be maintained, to which the Commission rescinded its decision to put details on the website. 
It is the further contention of the Complainant that the facts point out that the respondent public authority has not stood up to its assurances time and again, with the citizens of the city of New Delhi being at the receiving end of their false assurances.

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing on 18th March 2011:

The following were present:-
Complainant   :  Mr. Rajiv Dutta, Sr. Adv;
Respondent(s) :  Mr. S.S , Kandpal, Director (Horticulrute), M.C.D

    

     Mr.  Nanak Chand, ADH/ South Zone, MCD;


     Mr. Shiv Kumar, S.O. (Horticulture), South Zone MCD.

The Respondents have fairly contented that there are approximately 15,000 parks in the City under the control of the Respondent Public Authority, and it would not be feasible to put up the works done under the broad schedule of works carried out in these parks on the website of the Corporation. They further state that the work at the field level is supervised by the Chaudhary of the concerned area and supervised by the Section Officer and other senior officials. The officials agree that there is need for greater public participation in maintenance of these parks. 
Decision:

The Complaint is allowed.
In view of the aforesaid and from the facts before it, the Commission under the powers vested in it by virtue of Section 19 (8) (a) of the RTI act, hereby directs the following:-

1. The broad schedule of works relating to maintenance of all parks under the jurisdiction of the M.C.D shall be put up proactively of the website of the Corporation. 
2. A list of all the parks under the control of the Corporation will be uploaded on the website along with their addresses and contact details including phone number of the concerned officials.
3. All Zonal offices of the Corporation will have the registers of maintenance of parks open for inspection by citizens on last Friday of each month during working hours, i.e. these records should be available suo moto to the general public. 
4. A sign board of appropriate dimension shall be installed, mentioning the Name(s), designation(s), contact details including the office address/room number, availability hours  of the concerned official, as the case may be who can be contacted for inspecting records as mentioned in point 3 above. The exact link/URL to the page on the website of the Corporation where information with respect to point 1 and 2 can be viewed shall also be mentioned. No acronym/abbreviation should be used.  This information shall be  inscribed both in Hindi and shall be installed at a location having maximum public view at the concerned office. The same shall also be put up on the website of the Corporation.
5. The details of all parks under the Public Private Partnership along with the parties of the same along with the criteria for same shall be proactively uploaded on the website of the Corporation. 

The Director (Horticulture), Municipal Corporation of Delhi shall send a consolidated report of compliance of the above directions to this Commission by 30th May 2011, with a copy to the complainant.   
This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

Any information in compliance with this Order will be provided free of cost as per Section 7(6) of RTI Act.  

Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                       Information Commissioner

           








                             18th March 2011
(In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete decision number.) (ANP)
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