CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

Club Building (Near Post Office)

Old JNU Campus, New Delhi - 110067

Tel: +91-11-26161796
Decision No. CIC/SM/A/2010/001552/SG/14609
Appeal No. CIC/SM/A/2010/001552/SG
 Relevant Facts emerging from the Appeal

Appellant



:
Mr. Praveen Kumar Singh 
alias Atal Patrakar






Village- Olapur Gangor







Khagaria, Bihar
Respondent 
   


:
Mr. R. C. Singh 

PIO & Sr. Manager 






Bihar Kshetriya Grameen Bank







Regional Office, Begusarai,






Sona Jageshwari Complex,






Traffic Chowk, Begusarai,






Bihar


RTI application filed on

:
15/04/2010

       
PIO replied



:
26/04/2010 


First appeal filed on


:
04/05/2010

          
First Appellate Authority order
:
21/05/2010           
Second Appeal received on

:
07/06/2010
       
Information Sought:
Account Numbers SB-3250 to SB- 3414 were opened in the bank for implementation of Indira Aawas Scheme. 
1. Were the RBI rules and regulations followed while opening these 165 accounts?

2. If so, in that case, provide the date of opening of the accounts and copies of identity proofs which were the basis for the opening of the accounts.

Reply of the Public Information Officer (PIO):
Information denied under section 8(1)(d) and (j) of the RTI Act, 2005.
Grounds for the First Appeal:

Not satisfied with the response of the PIO.
Order of the First Appellate Authority (FAA):

FAA agreed with the order of the PIO.
Grounds for the Second Appeal:

Appellant not satisfied with the decision of the FAA.
Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing:

The following were present

Appellant: Mr. Praveen Kumar Singh on video conference from NIC-Khagaria Studio;  
Respondent:  Mr. R. C. Singh, PIO & Sr. Manager on telephone no. 09430417467; 


The Appellant had sought information about the 165 accounts and the PIO has refused to give this information claiming that it holds the information about its customers in the fiduciary capacity. The Appellant has sought information about accounts opened for implementation of the Indira Awas Yojana. As per Section 4(1)(b) (xii) &(xiii) of the RTI Act information about execution of subsidy programs and details of beneficiary etc. have to be given suo-motu by all public authorities. In view of this the exemption of Section 8(1) would not apply. Hence the   Commission does not upholds the exemptions claimed by the PIO. Besides there is a large public interest in getting information about the way the subsidy schemes are handled and if any frauds are committed citizens should be able to monitor these.
Decision:

The Appeal is allowed.


The PIO is directed to provide the complete information to the Appellant before          10 October 2011. 
This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

Any information in compliance with this Order will be provided free of cost as per Section 7(6) of RTI Act.  
Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                       Information Commissioner

           








               15 September 2011

 (In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete decision number.) (Ank) 
