CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

Club Building (Near Post Office)

Old JNU Campus, New Delhi - 110067

Tel: +91-11-26161796
Decision No. CIC/SM/A/2011/000452/SG/14174
Appeal No. CIC/SM/A/2011/000452/SG
Relevant facts emerging from the Appeal:

Appellant



:        Mr. Vijendra Singh
                                                                     E.19 Janakpuri
 Society,

                                                                     Ajanta Colony, 
Garh Road,

                                                                     Meerut  (U.P)-250004.

Respondent  
   


:          Mr. M. S. Bath

PIO & Deputy General Manager, 
 




           Allahabad Bank, H.O:2
Netaji Subhas Road, Kolkatta-700 001


Zonal Office, 55, The Mall, 
Meerut Cantt. Meerut, UP
RTI application filed on

: 
 16/09/2010


PIO replied on



: 
 13/10/2010
First Appeal filed on


: 
 02/11/2010
First Appellate Authority order on
:            20/12/2010
Second Appeal received on

:            27/01/2011


Information Sought:
Regarding KCC , the extravagant money which was spent on agricultural loan.
1. Provide information regarding the proceedings underwent till date by the concerned branch in that matter. Provide relevant documents of the same.
2.  Provide the following information about Farmer’s credit card  from 2005 till date in the mentioned two branches.

a) Name and address of the KCC debtors 

b) The amount of loan and the date on which the loan was taken.

c) The date of returning the loan.

d) Throughout the year, the amount of discount given on the interest and the date of discount.

e) Throughout the year, the amount of interest and rent.

f) The rate of interest on the the debtor who returned the loan and interest after 12 months. 
3. Provide the photocopy of details of proceedings undertaken or notices issued on his complaints made earlier.

4. Provide the photocopies of details of proceedings undertaken or notices issued of the complaints registered regarding the wrong and corrupt practices.       

Reply of PIO:

1. An amount of Rs 3516/- has been reversed by the branch. Copy of the account statement had already been provided to the appellant by the Un. Branch. All other charges had been charged as per bank’s guidelines that has been already provided to him vide his letter no 09.03.2010.
2. For point no 2(i) (vii) the details of all the KCC holders of Shamli an Un branch cannot be provided for reasons and exemptions inter alia under section 8(1) (d) (e ) & (j) under RTI Act. the disclosure of information which has no larger public interest and would cause unwarranted invasion in the privacy of individuals could not be provided under the provision of the Act. further bank’s are under obligation not to disclose the affairs of their constituents also under section 13(1) of Banking Companies Act, 1970.
3. For point no 3 regarding his complaint dated 16.07.09, 16.12.08 and 18.02.09 it is advised that in compliance of the Appellate authority order dated 08.12.09 the comprehensive ATR had already been provided to him.

4. Regarding query no 4, the requisite information has already been provided. 

Grounds for the First Appeal:

Information provided by the PIO was incorrect and misleading. The appellant believes that the exemption clauses claimed by the PIO were not reasonable.
Order of the First Appellate Authority (FAA):
An exhaustive order has been provided by the FAA wherein he had deliberated individually on all queries of the RTI application. The overall observation of the FAA reiterates the information provided by the PIO .
Ground of the Second Appeal:
Requisite information was not provided by the PIO. The FAA did no hearing in spite of the request of the Appellant. The FAA tried to befool the Appellant by claiming 45 days for appeal disposal. But he disposed the appeal on 11.01.11 but dated as 20.12.10 and dispatched the letter on 12.01.11 by courier.

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing:

The following were present: 

Appellant: Mr. Vijendra Singh on video conference from NIC-Meerut Studio;  
Respondent:  Mr. M. S. Bath, PIO & Deputy General Manager on video conference from NIC-Meerut 

Studio; 

The PIO has given certain information but is now asked to give the following specific information:
1- Query-1 & 3: If there are any correspondences or file notings in this matter attested copies shall be provided to the Appellant. If there are not correspondence of file notings in the branch this will be stated. 
2- Query-2: The respondent states that as regards query-2 the information sought relates to the Customers of the Bank and there is Interest Subsidy. The appellant points out that the Commission in its decision no. CIC/SM/A/2010/001102 dated 07/06/2011 has held that KCC Schemes are subsidized schemes and therefore the information cannot be exempted from disclosure. Infact where there are subsidized schemes carried out through Banks the provision of Section 4(1)(b)(xii) requires that details should be suo-motu declared by the Bank on its own. Hence information on this should be provided to the Appellant. The respondent states that to give all the heads of the information required by the Appellant would disproportionately divert the resources of the Public Authority. Hence the Commission directs the PIO to provide the information for the last to years about: 

i. Name  of borrower,  
ii. Amount of Loan.

iii. Date of giving the loan.

iv. Date of repayment

v. Interest Subsidy. 

3- Query-4: The Appellatn has sought photocopies of the complaints made by customers. The PIO represents that these are likely to have details of individual customers and financial transactions of the customers. The Commission feels that there is some merit in this argument and in that case this information would be exempted under Section 8(1)(e) of the RTI Act.  
Decision:

The Appeal is allowed. 

The PIO is directed to provide the information on point nos. 1 & 2 as listed above to the Appellant before 15 September 2011.

This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

Any information in compliance with this Order will be provided free of cost as per Section 7(6) of RTI Act.  
Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                       Information Commissioner
19 August 2011
 (In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete decision number.)(GS)
