CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

Club Building (Near Post Office)

Old JNU Campus, New Delhi - 110067

Tel: +91-11-26161796
Decision No. CIC/SG/A/2010/003551/11186
Appeal No. CIC/SG/A/2010/003551

Relevant Facts emerging from the Appeal:

Appellant



:
Mr. Ramesh Chand







Village Pochanpur,







P.O. Dhulsiras, New Delhi- 45

Respondent  
   


:
Mr. Alok Sharma 

Public Information Officer &
Dy. Secretary ( Alt.)







Land and Building Department







NCT of Delhi, Vikas Bhawan, 

I.P. Estate, N. Delhi.

RTI application filed on

:
12/10/2010

PIO replied



:
01/11/2010

First appeal filed on


:
10/11/2010

First Appellate Authority order
:
23/11/2010

Second Appeal received on

:
16/12/2010

Information sought :
1. Mention the post of officers who are a part of the Board who sanction Alternate Plots.

2. Specify as to how many meetings are held of this Board in a year along with the names of those months.

3. Provide details regarding the meetings in the year 2000 and the number of meetings so held along with the certified photocopy received by public authority.

4. Provide details of the certified files those are to be kept in the Board meeting along with list of all the names and personal details of all.

5. Mention about the next meeting of the board and when it would be held.

PIO’s reply :

The response to point 1 is that the copy of the latest order dated 22/12/2009 vide which the committee constituted for recommendation of alternative plot is enclosed herewith. In response to 2nd point no schedule is fixed. In response to 3rd and 4th the information sought are not available in the compiled form thus requested to visit this office within 15 days of issue of this letter and inspect available records. And to the last point, the PIO replied that no time frame is fixed yet.

First Appeal:

Information received is incomplete in regard to point 3, 4 and 5.

Order of the FAA:
The PIO replied as contended by the appellant to part 3,4 and 5, that the provision does not exist in the RTI act for creation of record whereas the question put forth creation of records instead of reference to exiting ones hence reply is appropriate.

Ground of the Second Appeal:

Unsatisfactory response of FAA and PIO.

Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing:

The following were present:

Appellant : Mr. Ramesh Chand;
Respondent : Mr. R. K. Saini, OS(Alt.) on behalf of Mr. Alok Sharma, PIO & Dy. Secretary ( Alt.);


The Appellant wants a seniority list for the alternative plots to be given to him. The Respondent admits that land was acquired in 1986 and alternative plots have not been provided so far. There is no seniority list also for allotment of alternate plots and some persons have already been given alternate plots. Thus it appears that the Government has taken land from citizens and has given alternate plots in an arbitrary and random manner three years back. The Respondent states that no fresh plots have allotment by the Department in last three years and the Department in its leisurely, laggardly way is preparing a seniority list. However, the Respondent states that he cannot guarantee when the said seniority list would be available.    
A Government which takes away land way from ordinary citizens and has no mechanism to give alternate plots to these persons in time bound and transparent manner gives rise to institutionalized corruption. 

The Respondent states that the number of claims of such plots is likely to be around 10000. The Appellant states that he has been approached by Touts who have told him that he would be able to get an alternate plot if he pays a bribe. If the Government is sincere it is not very difficult to ensure that the seniority list for all those who are eligible for alternate plots can be made an putup even in a three month period.  The Commission directs Principal Secretary Land and Building Department to putup whatever data is available on the website as soon as possible. The Commission also directs that a compliance report for this should be sent to the Commission before 01 May 2011.

Decision:

The Appeal is disposed. 

The Principal Secretary Land and Building Department is directed to putup whatever data is available on the allotment of alternate plots to citizens whose lands have been forcibly acquired by the Government on the website before 01 May 2011. He will send a compliance report to the Commission before 01 May 2011.

This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

Any information in compliance with this Order will be provided free of cost as per Section 7(6) of RTI Act.  
Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                       Information Commissioner

           








31 January 2011
(In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete decision number.) (Su)
CC:

To,

Principal Secretary, Land and Building Department through Mr. Alok Sharma, PIO & Dy. Secretary; 

