CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

Club Building (Near Post Office)

Old JNU Campus, New Delhi - 110067

Tel: +91-11-26161796
Decision No. CIC/SG/A/2010/003500/11054
                                                                                               Appeal No. CIC/SG/A/2010/003500
Relevant Facts emerging from the Appeal:
Appellant



:
Swami Dr. Laxmi Narayanacharya,







Sri Sidh Kholi Dham Mandir,







Rajokri, Delhi
Respondent  
   


:
Mr. Keshav Kumar 

Public Information Officer & Dy. Conservator of Forest






Office of Dy. Conservator of Forest(west)






Department of Forest and Wildlife

Government of NCT of Delhi,



Mandir Lane, New Delhi.
RTI application filed on

:
12/07/2010

PIO replied



:
27/09/2010

First appeal filed on


:
27/09/2010

First Appellate Authority order
:
29/09/2010

Second Appeal received on

:
13/12/2010

	Sl.
	Information Sought
	Reply of the PIO

	1.
	The investigation done on the guilty mentioned by the applicant. If not, the reason
	Cutting of trees has not been done.

	      2.
	Was the cutting of trees, illegal mountain cutting and filling of lands by garbage found correct in the investigation?
Has steps been taken on individual level for investigation and have photographs been taken. If not why? 
	No trees have been cut in kholi dham mandir illegal breaking is completely stopped filling of land with garbage has been reported to the vasant kunj police station.

	      3.
	Has any steps been taken on destruction of national property and environment.
	Search is going on to find the illegal possessions.


First Appeal:
Information provided by the PIO was not satisfactory.
Order of the FAA:

The DCF(west) was ordered to further intensify patrolling and surveillance in and around the said area.
Ground of the Second Appeal:

The Appellant is aggrieved with information provided by the PIO as the information provided was false.
Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing:

The following were present

Appellant: Swami Dr. Laxmi Narayanacharya;
Respondent:  Mr. Keshav Kumar, Public Information Officer & Dy. Conservator of Forest; Mr. Tilak 


Chand, Assistant Conservator of Forest; 
The Appellant has been given information based on the records that no tree cutting was being done where he made a complaint. The Appellant has made a complaint to the Chief Minister about massive illegal tree cutting in a reserved forest near the Kholi Dham Mandir. An investigation team has apparently gone there led by Mr. Tilak Chand, AFC. The Appellant claims that photographs have been taken showing that a lot of tree cutting was going on. The Appellant also claims that there were about hundred people cutting trees and machinery was also being used. 

Mr. Keshav Kumar, PIO admits that when such investigation is done photographs have to be taken but in this case Mr. Tilak Chand has stated that he did not take photographs. The Appellant has stated that there is a threat to his security since when he had gone there for the investigation with Mr. Tilak Chand he was threatened.  Mr. Tilak Chand when asked by the Commission whey photographs have not been taken has effectively corroborated the statement of the Appellant since he stated that the place was very tense with hundreds of people and it was not possible to take a photograph. However, Mr. Tialk Chand states that he has filed a report that no tree cutting was being done. It appears that massive tree cutting was probably being done but the officers who are paid to stop this are probably colluding in this activity. The Commission requests the Conservator of Forests to look into this matter and decide whether taking photographs was required by Mr. Tilak Chand or not. The Commission also requests the Conservator of Forests to send a report after this inquiry to the Commission and the Appellant before 15 February 2011.

The Appellant would like to inspect the relevant records today i.e. 20 January 2011 from 02.00PM onwards at the office of the PIO. 
Decision:

The Appeal is allowed.

The Conservator of Forest is directed to send a report to the Commission and the Appellant before 15 February 2011.

The PIO will give attested photocopies of records which the Appellant wants free of cost upto 200 pages. 

This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

Any information in compliance with this Order will be provided free of cost as per Section 7(6) of RTI Act.  
Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                       Information Commissioner

           








    

20 January 2011
(In any correspondence on this decision, mention the complete decision number.) (AM)
CC:
To, 

Conservator of Forest

Department of Forest and Wildlife

Government of NCT of Delhi,



Mandir Lane, New Delhi.

2nd Floor, A-Block,

Vikas Bhawan, I.P. Estate, 

New Delhi
