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 Relevant Facts emerging from the Appeal:
Appellant



:
Mr. Rakesh Agarwal






A – 304, Narwana Apartments






Pataparganj, New Delhi - 110092
Respondent 



:
Mr. Vinay Kumar ADM (HQ),and PIO  






Revenue Deaprtment,

                                                                         Govt. of NCT of Delhi,






5, Shamnath Marg,

                                                                        New Delhi – 110054. 
RTI filed on



:
25/10/2007 ID no. 641
PIO replied



:
12/11/2007  to ID 362
First appeal filed on


:
15/11/2007 
PIO replied                                          :           27/11/07  
First Appellate Authority order
:
06/12/2007
Second Appeal filed on

:
19/02/2008
I visited your website and noticed that in order to obtain a marriage certificate for marriage that has already taken place, you need an Identification Certificate that the marriage was solemnized in his/her presence, according to Hindu rites. In this regard, please provide me the following information:

	No.
	Information sought
	Information provided

	1
	Since I did not find anything to  Suggest that there is any other  Procedure to obtain a marriage Certificate, is it correct to say

That a Gazetted Officer has to be present in a marriage for a couple to be able to obtain a marriage certificate?
	1&2: As per notification dated  29-09-05 for the purpose of identification, the proof may be in the form of a certificate containing the attested photographs of the husband and wife from any one of the following categories of person/officers namely:

a) any person having PAN of Income Tax Dept.

b) any officer/official of Central or State 

	2
	If yes, how will those poor people like I and my wife who has no high and mighty Gazetted officers to bless them  on the occasion of their Marriage be able to obtain

A marriage certificate? 
	Governments or Union Territory Administration or PSU/Autonomoaus bodies whose identity can be established.

	3
	Please provide the legal basis  for asking for such an identification certificate from

a Gazetted officer together with a copy such a legal document from which flows this  requirement. 
	3 & 4:
Copy of notification dated 29-09-05 is enclosed.

	4
	If you answer to them no. 1 is  ‘no, please state the reasons for Not clarifying this matter on Your website, thereby misleading

Poor souls like I and my wife into believing that their marriage is illegal, non-existent, invalid etc. 
	For marriage certificate, the applicant may be advised to apply for registration to the concened area Additional District Magistrate where your residence comes under his jurisdriction.

	5
	No Gazetted Officer was present  at my marriage and neither I nor  my wife possess the relic called ration cards but we fulfill every other criteria. Please advise how we can obtain a marriage certificate for the marriage that has already  taken place way back in 1995- long before I had lost half my hair.
	


The First Appellate Authority ordered: 

The first appellate authority held that the information has been provided. 
Not satisfied with the PIO’s reply the first appellate authority’s order, appellant has filed a second appeal.
Relevant Facts emerging during Hearing:

The following were present

Appellant: Mr. Rakesh Agarwal
Respondent:  Mr. D.Verma
The appellant’s queries are really not seeking information but more in the nature of rhetorical queries and sarcastic comments. Inspite of this the PIO has made an attempt to provide whatever answers were possible. The appellant was asked what problem he had with the answers, and he claimed that the PIO had not replied to him. When the Commission showed him the PIO’s reply which he had attached with his appeal, he claimed he did not know what was being discussed. The appellant appears to be treating RTI as a joke and this would result in denying other RTI users their rights.
Decision:

The Appeal is dismissed.
This decision is announced in open chamber.

Notice of this decision be given free of cost to the parties.

                  Shailesh Gandhi

                                                                                                       Information Commissioner










1st December, 2008

(In any correspondence on this decision, mentioned the complete decision number.)
